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Club Officers for 2008 
The membership present at the January meeting unanimously confirmed the following members as officers for 2008:
President: Ed Bailiff

Vice President: James Newsome

Secretary: Fred Elliott

Treasurer: Judd Parks

Field Marshal: Don Naylor

Safety Coordinator: Jack Martin

Web Site Administrator: Matt Winit

Newsletter Editor: Dee Reins

In January, Matt Winit withdrew as a candidate for Safety Coordinator and encouraged all FPM members to fully support Jack Martin as he assumes the duties of Safety Coordinator for 2008.

As Web Site Administrator, Matt will continue to serve on the FPM Board of Directors and, as he has for number of years, participate in the club’s training program, Camas Day’s activities, publishing of the newsletter and other community and club events as they arise.

All members are encouraged to fly in accordance with the field regulations and to avoid maneuvers that could negatively impact the club, the safety of our members, our guests and the property of our neighbors.
FPM Events and Activities for 2008
· Celebration of Silent Flight 


May 3 and 4

FPM field

· War Birds over Washougal 


June 14 and 15

FPM field

· Scale Helipalooza 2008

July 18, 19 and 20

FPM field

· Camas Days 


July 25, 26, 27

Downtown Camas - 25 and 26


FPM field – 27
· Club Picnic 


September 6


FPM field

· Fall Electric Event 


October 4 and 5


FPM field
Although these dates have been established, some of the events are dependent on acceptance of responsibility by the event leaders to organize and promote each event.

Local Special Interest Events for 2008

For those FPM members interested in IMAC, scale and other special interest events, several of these events are shown below:
· Oregon Aerobatic Challenge June 27 and 28  

MRCA – Molalla, OR

· Pacific Coast IMAC Challenge


And Free Style Championship 
July 25, 26 and 27


MRCA – Molalla, OR

· Scale Masters Qualifier 


August 2 and 3

MRCA – Molalla, OR
· Dawn Patrol 


August 15, 16 and 17


MRCA – Molalla, OR

· Cub Nuts Fly-In 


September 19 and 20


MRCA – Molalla, OR

The dates shown for MRCA events are dependent on the acceptance of responsibility by the CD’s to organize and promote each event.
What’s new for the 2008 Season?
The safety of all users of the flying field and others in the surrounding area is the first priority of the club’s flying activities. 

At the FPM Board of Director’s meeting held on 2-12-2008, the board discussed the suitability of our field for use by fixed wing turbine powered aircraft. Due to the proximity of adjacent structures, the inherent danger of fire and the technical aspects of turbine operations, the FPM board unanimously agreed to prohibit the use of the field by fixed wing turbine aircraft.

The board met again at the field on 2/17 to do an onsite review of additional facility and maintenance work that might be required. The board decided that a barrier fence be installed at the north end of the pit to protect all users of that area. 

During the past two years, there has been development closer to our flying area and this year there will be even more, including additional construction near the southwest end of our runway.

At our flying site, we fly close to other users of the area; people working nearby both inside and outside of buildings, walking, biking, horse back riding and other outdoor activities.

All current field regulations, with the addition of the prohibition of fixed wing turbine aircraft, will remain the same. However, the club members do need to have a serious conversation about respecting the rules we do have. The FPM Board of Directors is fully committed to working with the membership to assure compliance. 

Use common sense, courtesy, comply with the posted regulations and you will 

not be placing the safety of persons and the continued use of our field at risk.

During the next couple of months when spring begins to appear, the 2008 flying 

season will come to life and we will all start visiting the field more often.

The start of the flying season is a prime time for making mistakes that cause injury to persons or damage aircraft. Although we are concerned about being safe, we make mistakes because we are out of the “routine.”  So, the first few times out remember to check everything out really well, be extra careful, and remember the little things. 

A recent example of an early season mistake that could have caused injury to someone or damage to an aircraft was a member who turned off his radio BEFORE unplugging his speed control and battery. Fortunately, the failsafe system worked and no one was injured or equipment damaged. 

For members who are not familiar with certain localized wind conditions please remember as your aircraft takes off to the south, the air east of the new building can range from being dead calm or, in strong wind conditions, turbulent. However, as soon as the aircraft clears the wind shadow of the building, it will, most likely, be in a cross wind and turning downwind.  Because of both factors, remember to plan your take offs and provide enough airspeed as the airplane leaves the ground to maintain directional control and avoid stalling.

Let’s all have a fun and safe season.

Training Program for 2008
As we have in the past, the training program schedule will generally coincide with daylight savings time. Weather permitting, the training program will begin on Tuesday, April 15 and will continue through Tuesday, October 28. Training begins at 5PM and continues until dusk 

During this time, the field is reserved for training activities and open flying may not be possible. Buddy cords with instructor pilots are the rule during training hours. The instructors must approve any open flying. Obviously if there are no students open flying is possible.

If you are new to the sport, the club will give one introductory flight using the instructor’s plane and a buddy box connection. You don’t have to join the club and there are no fees. The weather and the number of students can affect how quickly we can respond to requests for introductory flights. Check in with Fred Elliott or Chuck Kacin. They will get the information we need from you and introduce you to the instructors and schedule a flight.

Instructor and Web Site Administrator Matt Winit has developed a very informative training web site that can be accessed from our club web site located at www.fpmc.org. Also, at this site you can get membership information to join Fern Prairie Modelers. To be a student you must join the AMA and Fern Prairie Modelers before you can start training.

Most training planes are powered by glow fuel but the club has acquired an 

electric trainer. The wingspans of our training aircraft range from 48” to 72”.

For a list of training type aircraft go to our website, click on training and then click on “tips and tricks”. Sport Aviator 

ARF and KIT reviews list many of the planes acceptable for training.

For new or returning students, welcome! We look forward to helping you become a safe and proficient pilot. Also, if you haven’t flown for a few years and want to get a refresher on a buddy box before going solo, please check in with Fred Elliott or Chuck Kacin.

Tuesday training is also a good time to bring your new plane to the field to have it safety inspected or to ask a question on building or assembly. 
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